
Administration 

Coordinating ministries/activities relating to finance, buildings, communication 

3. New Safeguarding Representative 
     Elaine Shiel is our new second Safeguarding Representative  

Read of the month 
There was less take up on St Bernadette and Lourdes. Perhaps this is a 

reminder that those of us who are more familiar with a certain subject 

ought to be more proactive in sharing it with others. There will be 

another Marian issue in May as we celebrate the 100th Anniversary of 

Fatima. As always, please pass on any title suggestions to Sue. 

Youth Ministry 
We would like to thank and congratulate Maureen for her very 

impressive leadership as the Youth Group Coordinator. There was a pizza 

night over the half term and the Youth Group will be joining the 

Confirmation group this week for a talk from a CAFOD rep. 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation 
We are still in discussion about having a Parish event, possibly on a week 

day evening. We are thinking of having a theologian’s view on the 

reformation. There will be lots of other events around London. 

Hall redecoration 
We have postponed the redecoration since building works are planned 

for  summer. We will carry on preparations in the background. In this 

way, we can keep in mind what we need to do  and ask for when the 

time comes to seek help from the wider Parish. We are viewing this as a 

Call to Service action. 

Caretaker performance checklist 
We began reviewing a proposed cleaning task list this. We feel that 

having a task list means we are clear on what we can expect from the 

cleaning rota. Also, it acts as reference point. We can have a calm 

performance review and  hall users can give their feedback about the 

level of cleanliness. 

Hall Hire enquiries 

Fr Tony reports that more enquiries are coming in about use of the Parish 

Hall. To date, recent enquirers include a dance class, a choir, a doctor 

wanting to run a class for autistic children, an Italian language group. 

Parish Council next meets at 8 pm, Friday 17th March 2017 

Come and Share your time and talents in Parish Life Activity 

                                 For Your Information 

WELCOME   

The meeting opened with a prayer from Cornelius. Fr Tony welcomed 

everyone to the meeting. Before the group discussions started, he gave 

the following updates:  

Church Hall Building Works  

We are making progress. The works will be going out to  

tender soon. Phase 1 is planned for this summer. It  includes 

 extension of the kitchen area, bringing the bar room  

down to ground level, filling in the gap between  

the  kitchen door and present structure of the back room 

so that there can be 3 classrooms (Phase 2). It is  

anticipated Phase 2 will happen sometime between the 2 

summers. In 2018, a set of men and women’s toilets will be constructed.  

RCIA 

There are 4 Catechumens for Baptism at the Easter Vigil who will be 

signed in on Sunday 26th February 2017 and go to the Cathedral for the 

Rite of the Election the following Saturday, 4th March 2017. 

Passover Seder 2017 

Alan Brudney will lead the Seder on the Tuesday of Holy Week. 

Pilgrimage to Lisieux – 24th-28th April 2017 

Deacon Anthony is still looking for people to go on the pilgrimage 

Summer Supply Priest 

Fr Tony asked the Diocese if there any priests over summer and 

fortunately the answer was yes. This summer we will have a supply priest. 

He will be here over July and August. He comes from Boston, USA. He is 

an historian who teaches and does research. Whilst he is here,  Fr Tony 

will have the opportunity to go away.  

 

News from the Parish Council 
    February 2017 

In this short Bulletin, you will find updates from and a 

summary  of the Parish Council meeting held on  

Thursday 23rd February 2017 



Highlights from Group Reports 

  

Social Events 

Coordinating ministries & activities relating to hospitality 

Summer Social 
We are planning to have a summer social, one weekend in July, before 

the hall works start. Our South American parishioners will host. 

Hospitality Stewards – connecting people to the life of the church 
We are looking to introduce hospitality stewards. We see this role as to 

help Fr Tony answer people’s questions. That could be about anything 

that is of issue to them, by directing them to and connecting them with a 

parishioner who would know the answer. So, we would have a list of go-

to “experts”.  Or helping people looking to find out basic information 

about our Parish. 

Easter Sunday Shared Lunch 
This is proving to be a popular event so we will be having it again this 

year. 

Coffee rota 
The rota is working well as a platform for socialising and networking. 

Some of our Filipino parishioners run the morning twice a month. The 

Confirmation and Youth Group have also been helping out. 

Social Events 

Socials continue to be a great way to meet fellow parishioners in an 

informal setting. 

Mass in honour of our Lady in May 
Our Filipino parishioners are organising a celebration of Mass in this 

Marian month. 

Future event planning 
Perhaps our African parishioners can organise one the celebrations next 

year. 

A suggestion to be tabled for future discussion together with Worship: 

reflecting multicultural nature of our Parish in the Carol Service and 

afterwards, a mini-social 

 

Worship 

Coordinating ministries & activities relating to  liturgy 

Altar Servers 

We are thinking of making an appeal to boys and adults. In the first 

instance, we will put a notice in the newsletter. In addition, Fr Tony can 

approach people directly.  We also thought the Confirmation/Post 

Confirmation groups could perhaps act as role models and engage the 

younger ones. In particular, the 12.15 and evening Masses are most 

affected. Lastly, perhaps our only adult male Lawrence, can make an 

appeal at these Masses. 

Diocesan Learning Team 

The Diocese is yet to get back to Fr Tony with a named liaison contact. 

Feedback from Conference with Alyth Synagogue –  31st January 2017 

Although we were well represented, there was low attendance from the 

Synagogue. 

Called to Serve the Sick/ Mass with Anointing of the Sick 

We received a “Called to Serve the Sick” newsletter from the Diocese, 

which is about healthcare chaplaincy. In it, there is a suggestion to 

celebrate this ministry with a Mass of Anointing. 

We think this is a good idea. We also recognise there is a realistic/logistic 

aspect of this. We want to reach the housebound/those receiving 

communion at home. The challenge lies in finding volunteers to help 

bring them in. That aside, we feel it would be well attended. 

Prayer and Life Workshop 

We now have our own Parish Guide. Congratulations to Joy Wandera 

who is certified as having completed the Prayer and Life workshop 

training. Joy  is ready to mount and lead us in future sessions. 
 

Chief Catechist’s report 

1. Catechism 

Alvaro has bought new resources to help our Catechists. 4 potential 

Catechists are currently shadowing others. 

2.  Sunday School 
  The timetable of events is ready and available. We have a full  

 calendar of events up to July 2018 

Faith Formation 
Coordinating ministries/activities relating to adult faith formation, youth ministry, 


