
or one recommended by Fr Tony  

St Edward the Confessor’s Feast Day social event – Sunday 13th October 

We will be having a bring and share afternoon tea. 

Divine Mercy Retreat 

The day was a huge success – more people turned up than in 2016. The priest 

managed to include a period of time for confessions. 

Bingo night 

We are still thinking about whether to have a bingo night and if so, when. 

Outreach Open House 2019 – 21/22 September 2019 

We were part of the countrywide Open House that took place the 

weekend of 21/22 September. We hosted the Open House here 11 

 am-5 pm on Saturday and 2-5 pm on Sunday. Our thanks go to the full 

complement of volunteers who responded to our call for help, the Social 

Team for providing refreshments and Deacon Anthony, Jim and Marie-

Thérèse for  giving tours of the church. 

CARITAS Community Sponsorship – refugee settlement scheme 

A good meeting was had on Thursday (19th September). The biggest 

challenge is the housing. The next step is for the  sub-group to meet again on 

10th October 2019 

Mission Project - School of Joy, Bethlehem 

The Mission Project is to raise £3,000, to buy a piece of equipment for wood. 

Our usual fundraising activities start on 28/28th September. More take place 

on 12th October, 13th November, 1st December  and we will have  monthly  

cake sales, as usual. 

Bereavement Group 

The Bereavement Group is awaiting a response from Rabbi Howard Cooper 

of Finchley Reform Synagogue. 

Visiting Group 

The Group now has a new leader, David Lawrence. They are doing fantastic 

work. Dates for the monthly meeting have been circulated. They are 

considering carrying out visits in pairs (where possible and if acceptable to the 

person visited). David plans to meet members individually. Joan has had her 

surgery and we send her our best 

 Parish Council next meets:  8 pm, Thursday 17th October 2019 

All Welcome ! 

 

News from the Parish Council 
September  2019 

In this short Bulletin, you will find highlights from the 

Parish Council meeting held on 20th September 

NOTICE OF RECORDING  

Before the meeting started, Fr Tony re-introduced Carlo Lavarini, parishioner 

and film-maker. He announced that Carlo would be filming proceedings and 

asked those present to let Carlo know if they would prefer not to be  filmed. 

Opening Prayer 

Maggie Kolecka gave the opening prayer. 

Documentary film-making 

Carlo has begun his project, an observational film about life in 

 the Parish. His starting point has been filming with smaller groups because 

the logistics of giving notice and obtaining consent is easier.  

Mass Count 

The Mass Count is to be conducted 22nd September and on the next 

Sundays. After that, Fr Tony will look at the Mass schedule again, in light of 

the fact that he is now mostly without the support of visiting or supply priests. 

CARITAS Refugee Settlement scheme – initial meeting (19th September) 

The first meeting took place on Thursday 19th September. There were about 

12 people who came. It was a successful and informative one The next 

meeting will be 3 weeks’ time in order to discuss how to take this forward. 

Pilgrimage to Rome – September 2020 

Fr Tony will be leading a pilgrimage to Rome and Villa Palazzola next 

September. Anyone who is interested in joining, please let him know directly 

Parish room 

We would like to make the Parish room more flexible. To achieve this, we 

plan to change the tables and chairs. The old furniture will be on offer to any 

interested parties. 

Parish hall 

There has been an increase in enquiries for commercial use of the hall. In 

addition to the English School and Kumon school, there is now a Zumba class 



which runs on Tuesday evening 8.30-9.30 pm. We were unable to 

accommodate a request from a chess club as they needed complete 

silence which we could not guarantee. 

Building fabric issue 

There is a serious crack in the wall in the classroom next to the stage. This has 

most likely been caused by subsidence, with weather changes and is 

covered by insurance. A loss adjuster will be coming in to inspect it.  

News Highlights from the Groups 

Inventory valuation 

The Finance Committee is splitting up the inventory to carry out the 

valuation of items, with the aid of experts, where necessary. 

Furniture replacement  

As Fr Tony mentioned, we plan to start by replacing the furniture in the Parish 

room. Once that is sorted, we will check the rest of the furniture, replacing 

what we need to, as we need to. 

Fire Marshals 

Fire Marshals have been identified. There will be 2 present at all Masses, with 

the exception of 10.30 am where there will be 4. Fr Tony will buy arm bands 

which the Marshals will wear,  so that they are easily recognised 

Health and Safety 

A visual health and safety inspection/risk assessment is due. We will have 

another walk-round, taking note of potential hazards.  

dministration 

Faith Formation Read of the month/CTS 

Thanks to Kasonde for organising Professor Roy Schoeman’s  talk. 

 It was the  inspiration for the current read of the month , which is about 

miracles. During his talk, he referred to miracles a lot. Our thanks again to him 

for an impressive talk, which illustrated that Judaism and Catholicism is one 

religion. The next read of the month, will be about Blessed John Henry 

Newman. We are hoping to have flowers near the corbel of his head. 

Creating a library for spiritual enrichment 

We will have a display case for old CTS and other similar leaflets. In addition, 

Fr Tony’s recommendation to have a bookcase was warmly welcomed and 

well received. With this, people can leave books for spiritual reading for 

others to borrow. 

Catechism update 

This Sunday (22nd September) is the Confirmation class induction. There are 15 

First Holy Communion candidates (less 1 who will be celebrating the 

sacrament elsewhere). There are 13 for Confirmation. Enrolment Mass for 

both sacraments on 6th October. 

Non –sacramental courses resume from 8th September. One class only has 1 

catechist and ideally needs 2. In general, we need more adults to help with 

the children’s liturgy. As always, please keep all the children in prayer. 

Parish room 

Once the furniture in the Parish room is replaced, we plan on using this room 

for the children’s liturgy. 

Sunday 13th October–St Edward’s Feast day/Canonisation 

of Bl. J H Newman 

This is both St Edward’s feast day (our patron saint) and the day on which 

Blessed John Henry Newman will be canonised. We have chosen some lovely 

hymns that will go well for this double liturgical celebration including Amazing 

Grace and Be Still.  

Weekend Mass schedule  

We spoke about the changing the Mass schedule and what it could be. 

Keeping all concerns in mind, we recommend   keeping the 9 am Mass on 

Sunday and moving 10.30 am to 11 am (bearing the children’s liturgy in 

mind). We hope, in this way to minimise loss, cover both 10.30 am and 12.15 

pm congregations and make allowance for starting a children’s choir.  

Carol Service  

We welcome the idea of having carols from different ethnic groups, provided 

that groups are able to rehearse and bring the rehearsed carol to the 

service. We would also love to have children and families participating.  

Social Events 
African Mass – Sunday  - Sunday 14th July 2019 

The Mass and food/entertainment which followed, in the hall, was a great 

success. 

Movie night – Thursday 8th August “For Greater Glory” 

About 37 people turned up for movie night This has been the largest turnout 

to date. There was a request to have popcorn.  The date for the next one will 

be advised. It will either be “The  Keys of the  Kingdom” starring Gregory Peck  

Worsh p 


